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INTRODUCTION TO MOORAMBILLA VOICES

Congratulations. You have been selected to participate in the 2017 Moorambilla Voices Program.

Thank you for participating in the Skills Development Workshop in 2017. Since 2006 Artistic Director, Michelle Leonard OAM, has delivered the workshop to over 20,000 students in the North West of NSW.

We are extremely happy to present you with this offer as a First Round Candidate. You were chosen on merit from your school for the 2017 Moorambilla Voices Program.

Moorambilla Voices is a nationally-awarded program and seeks at its core to give country kids a rare opportunity to sing, dance and create incredible performances with artists of the highest calibre. The friendships the children make, and the incredible experiences they have along the way, are life-changing beyond the performances themselves. Under Artistic Director Michelle Leonard OAM, the annual program of performances and tours has flourished, receiving numerous national and state awards.
Each year over 300 students attend a camp where they dance, sing, compose, paint, weave, play drums and learn about the cultural traditions and stories of their landscape. This is delivered in partnership with the highest quality professional musicians, performers, composers, choreographers and visual artists including Taikoz, Song Company and the Australian World Orchestra.
Children participate from the areas and towns of Brewarrina (Angledool, Goodooga); Bogan (Nyngan); Bourke (Byrock, Wanaaring); Cobar (Nymagee, Mount Hope, Euabalong); Coonamble (Gulargambone, Quambone); Dubbo (Brocklehurst, Wongarbon, Geurie, Maryvale, Mumbil, Yeova); Gilgandra; Narromine (Trangie, Tomingley); Walgett (Lightning Ridge, Collarenabri, Pilliga, Comebychance); Warrumbungle (Binaway, Coolah, Coonabarabran, Dunedoo, Baradine, Mendooran); Warren (Nevertire); Wellington, areas of Tamworth, Orange and children from Western Australia.













Moorambilla Voices has won several awards:
2016 APRA/AMCOS Art Music Award: Award for Excellence in a Regional Area.
2015 APRA/AMCOS Art Music Award: Excellence in Music Education: NSW
2013 APRA/AMCOS Art Music Award: Excellence in Music Education: NSW
2011 NSW Trade and Investment Event and Tourism Award for Moorambilla Festival
2011APRA/AMCOS Art Music Award: Inaugural NSW State Award for Excellence for an Organisation
Moorambilla Voices: Quick Facts
· Covers one third of NSW in the north-west region – an area designated rural, regional and remote;
· Involves around 3,000 children annually from years 3-11 in skills workshops from approximately 96 schools across the region including Distance Education Schools;
· Has three regional choirs – Regional Boys and Regional Girls from primary school and MAXed OUT Company for high schools;
· Invites all children to participate with a strong core value of equity of access and equity of opportunity for all children, Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike;
· Over one third of participants are Indigenous;
· Has high artistic values in singing, dance and performance;
· Has been honoured by awards for community cultural development, art music development and contribution to tourism for the region;
· Has a development program for Youth Leaders and Regional Artists, who grow through the program as it has evolved.























CULTURE OF MOORAMBILLA VOICES

Moorambilla is an environment where participants engage wholeheartedly in: 
1. a learning environment where participants are encouraged to excel expectations; 
1. a context that values learning tenacity and diligence;
1. encouragement of self expression, healthy risk taking and resilience in participants during workshops, camps and in performance;
1. working with leaders in their field;
1. engaging not only as performer but as creator of works within an art music context;


In 2017 Moorambilla Voices will participate in camps and concerts in the region celebrating the twelfth year of the program. These opportunities for our candidates celebrate and showcase the achievements of both the Moorambilla program and the rich cultural heritage of the North West region of NSW.
































CULTURE OF MOORAMBILLA VOICES

















































MOORAMBILLA VOICES BOYS - REGIONAL PRIMARY CHOIR

The Moorambilla Voices Regional Boys Choir is for primary students in Years 3-6. Following the Skills Development Workshop Tour, talented boys are offered a place in the choir and the chance to participate in the Baradine Residency Camps, Gala Performances, Tours or Concerts and recordings throughout the year. Moorambilla Voices works hard to ensure that any child who is offered a place is supported financially to do so through our policies of inclusion and equity.

The choir meets for two residency camps in Baradine, in August and September for the Gala Concert. At these camps, they work alongside leading composers, musicians, artists and choreographers to engage in challenging new learning experiences and collaboratively create repertoire for performances. They develop skills in:
· choral singing and repertoire
· music theory and sight-singing
· movement and dance
· drumming and percussion
· creativity in other artistic mediums, such as visual arts
· performance experience
· self-discipline and concentration
· performing as part of an ensemble

As well as rehearsing as a choir there will be many opportunities for other activities on camp such as making and playing percussion instruments, bushwalks at Baradine, sport, bonfires and skit nights. There may also be opportunities to work with other artists in residence, as in past years, where the students were involved in painting and weaving the Gala concert backdrop and artworks used to decorate the performance spaces. In short, lots of intensely creative and fun times for all.
The repertoire and skills learnt during the residency camps are put into practice at the annual Moorambilla Gala Concert in September. In 2017 this will take place in Dubbo at the Dubbo Regional Theatre. The boys travel from Baradine to Dubbo, and then perform in three concerts alongside some of Australia’s leading musicians and associate ensembles, including artists from Queensland Ballet, The Song Company and percussionists from Taikoz.
If you have any questions about the Boys Choir, feel free to contact Peter Thompson, Moorambilla Dad 0407 270 580 or pete@moorambilla.com 








MOORAMBILLA VOICES GIRLS – REGIONAL PRIMARY CHOIR

The Moorambilla Voices Regional Girls Choir is for primary students in Years 3-6. Following the Skills Development Workshop Tour, talented girls are offered a place in the choir and the chance to participate in the Baradine Residency Camps, Gala Performances, Tours or Concerts and recordings throughout the year. Moorambilla Voices works hard to ensure that any child who is offered a place is supported financially to do so through our policies of inclusion and equity.

The choir meets for two residency camps in Baradine, in August and September for the Gala Concert. At these camps, they work alongside leading composers, musicians, artists and choreographers to engage in challenging new learning experiences and collaboratively create repertoire for performances. They develop skills in:
· choral singing and repertoire
· music theory and sight-singing
· movement and dance
· drumming and percussion
· creativity in other artistic mediums, such as visual arts
· performance experience
· self-discipline and concentration
· performing as part of an ensemble

As well as rehearsing as a choir there will be many opportunities for other activities on camp such as making and playing percussion instruments, bushwalks at Baradine, sport, bonfires and skit nights. There may also be opportunities to work with other artists in residence, as in past years, where the students were involved in painting and weaving the Gala concert backdrop and artworks used to decorate the performance spaces. In short, lots of intensely creative and fun times for all.
The repertoire and skills learnt during the residency camps are put into practice at the annual Moorambilla Gala Concert in September. In 2017 this will take place in Dubbo at the Dubbo Regional Theatre. The girls travel from Baradine to Dubbo, and then perform in three concerts alongside some of Australia’s leading musicians and associate ensembles, including artists from Queensland Ballet, The Song Company and percussionists from Taikoz.
If you have any questions about the Girls Choir, feel free to contact Annie Berrell, Moorambilla Mum 0428 562 665 or annie@moorambilla.com 






MAXed OUT COMPANY - SECONDARY ENSEMBLE

The MAXed OUT Company has been growing from strength to strength since it was established in 2008. It is a vehicle for strong artistic performances involving singing, percussion, dance and composition of the highest calibre. MAXed OUT is open to high school aged boys and girls, who are selected following the Skills Development Workshop Tour earlier in the year.
The talented students meet at residency camps in August and September to work collaboratively with their peers from across the region and with the professional musicians and artists who lead the project in a focussed and intensive artistic environment. Previous projects have been nothing short of sensational, featuring the opportunity to create an original work in collaboration with Japanese percussion ensemble Taikoz and some of Australia’s premier composers. These works explore the rich regional and Indigenous culture of the region – of local legends and powerful landscapes, speaking authentically of the experiences of living in regional and remote communities.
At the residency camps, the students develop skills in:
· choral singing
· compositional techniques
· percussion and taiko
· dance and movement skills
· creativity using other artistic mediums
· performance experience
· self-confidence and self-discipline
· collaboration with peers from across the region
· social skills and leadership

The repertoire and skills learnt during the residency camps are put into practice at the annual Moorambilla Gala Concert in September. In 2016 this will take place in Dubbo at the Dubbo Regional Theatre. The students travel from Baradine to Dubbo, and then perform in two concerts alongside some of Australia’s leading musicians and associate ensembles, including artists from Queensland Ballet, The Song Company and percussionists from Taikoz.
If you have any questions about the MAXed OUT, feel free to contact Karen Saunders, MAXed OUT Mum 0458 111 222 or karen@moorambilla.com 







MOORAMBILLA RESIDENCY CAMPS

August Residency Camps:
Regional Boys Camp					9 – 12 August 2017
Regional Girls Camp					12 – 15 August 2017
MAXed OUT Camp						16 – 20 August 2017

September Residency Camps and Performance:
Camp and performances in the region:
MAXed OUT							20–24 September 2017
Regional Boys and Girls Choirs				21–24 September 2017


In 2017 up to 550 students will be invited to attend a camp where they dance, sing, compose, paint, weave, play Taiko drums and learn about the indigenous cultural traditions and stories of their landscape. They come from communities across North West NSW, including many remote and indigenous communities. The camp is supported by the highest quality professional musicians, performers, composers, dancers and outstanding indigenous regional visual artists. The experience culminates in an uplifting and rewarding showcase for the children to share what they have learnt.
The staff involved from the Artistic Director, the Education Consultant and the Camp Director, have many years of experience and success in their fields.  They bring strong credibility to their roles and have developed a sequential, well-articulated program that directly fulfils the needs of the students in their care.

Moorambilla camps adopt a happy and healthy mentality, with the catering for each camp tendered for. It is the proposed menu that determines who we employ for the task of feeding our participants. There is always something hot, such as porridge, eggs or baked beans/spaghetti as well as toast and cereal each morning for breakfast. Morning and afternoon tea is generally fruit along with cakes, slices, cookies or popcorn. Lunches tend to be salads or sandwiches and wraps. Dinner in the past has been a roast, spaghetti, shepards pie or something equivalent.

Last year, the response from the kids, and adults alike, was fantastic in regards to the food. We know how hard the kids will be working, and playing, and know that they need to be fuelled accordingly.

Any allergies, special dietary requirements and even just fussy eaters are no problem. We just ask that you give us this information prior to camps so that we can prepare for it.




A TYPICAL DAY AT CAMP 
When you arrive at camp there will be a full detailed daily schedule, but basically this is what happens each day… 

7.00am 		Rise and Shine
7.30 – 8.00am	Breakfast at Camp Cypress 
8.00 – 8.30am	Get ready and tidy cabins 
8.30am 		Leave Camp Cypress and walk to Memorial Hall 

9.00 – 10.30am 	Artistic Session 1 

10.30 – 11.15am	Morning Tea 

11.15 – 12.45pm 	Artistic Session 2 

12.45 – 2.00pm 	LUNCH followed by games/sports/activities in the park

2.00 – 3.30 		Artistic Session 3 

3.30 – 4.00 		Afternoon Tea 

4.00 – 5.30 		Artistic Session 4 

5.30pm (Flexible) 	Rehearsals finish and walk back to Camp Cypress
6.00pm		Dinner and any medications 
6.30pm 		Showers - free time 
7.30pm 		Talk about next day/going to bed sensibly etc.
8.00pm 		Supper, medications in dining area 
8.15 – 8.30pm 	Return to cabins with Supervisors and get ready for bed
8.30pm 		Lights out

These are approximations. Things do change from time to time and each day can vary slightly. As mentioned above, a more detailed schedule is provided each day. This is just to give you an idea.














WHAT IS THE COST TO BE INVOLVED?

In 2017, we will be asking for a contribution of $660 per child.

There is a registration payment of $60 per child, required to confirm your child’s place. Any places that are not confirmed and paid for will be offered to other children from our reserve list.

The actual total cost per student to participate in the camps is $1,600. However, thanks to the support of our funding partners and private donors, all students receive a subsidised rate to participate in the program. This heavily subsidised cost covers all meals, accommodation, tuition and transport from Baradine to Dubbo for performances.

The fee can be paid in three instalments of $200 once registration fee is paid. You can set up automatic payments to come out of your bank through our Westpac PayWay system on our website. Please contact General Manager Dayle Murray for a confidential discussion about your child’s situation if you need to.

HOW TO PAY.

Merchant Banking. Go to our website and click on your child’s ensemble, click on pay here and follow the steps to pay through Westpac PayWay secure banking.

Direct Debit. Moorambilla Voices Ltd. Westpac. BSB 032 646. Account Number 382 964. Please your child’s name and registration number as reference for your payment.

Cheque. Moorambilla Voices Ltd. PO Box 495, Leichardt, NSW, 2040



















WHAT TO BRING: CHECKLIST

Personal:
- Towel
- Your own soap, shampoo, deodorant (no spray on)
- Toothbrush and toothpaste
- Underwear and socks for four days
- Layered clothing for four days (temperatures vary greatly from day to night so ensure you have adequate layers. Track suit pants are essential for movement sessions)
- Hat, Beanie and/or Scarf
- Warm Jacket
Comfortable covered shoes, suitable for walking
- Water Bottle (with your name on it)
- Pencil Case and Notebook
- Sleeping Bag / extra blanket if desired (linen and light doona provided)
- Backpack

For September Performances:
- Dark Blue Jeans
- Dark clean shoes
- All children receive a specially designed performance shirt

Other:
- Check website for updates and bring any music we have uploaded or sent
- Copy of Asthma Management Plan if your child has one
- Any medication, clearly labelled. To be handed to Supervisor at sign-in
- Code of Conduct, signed and ready to hand in
- Pack your best manners
- Don’t forget your sense of humour


WHAT NOT TO BRING

- Please do not bring junk food or lollies. We will be supplying plenty of healthy food. Camp regulations prohibit food in cabins.
- Inappropriate behaviour of any kind will not be tolerated
- Electronic devices, including phones, will be collected at the beginning of camp and returned at the end. There is very little time to call home, sorry to say it, but the children forget all about home because they are having too much fun. No news is good news. If there is an issue, we will contact you.


IF YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN SOMETHING

You may drop items for your child to Camp Cypress. Please contact the General Manager.



TOUR OPPORTUNITIES

Every year, Moorambilla is presented with various opportunities to tour and perform at other venues and events.

For example, in 2016 a combined Boys and Girls choir performed at the lighting of the Christmas Tree in Martin Place for the City of Sydney. The lucky children chosen had the opportunity to rehearse and perform with Casey Donovan, Taylor Henderson and Megan Washington. 
Experiences such as these are invaluable for the children as they not only get to see the practical side of professional performances, they get to travel as a group and further build on the relationships they started at the camps and gala concert.

All Moorambilla participants were invited back to Dubbo last year, after the Gala Performance, to close a major Arts conference. There was also another performance following with members of the Regional Youth Orchestra.

In 2017, we have already performed at the Sydney Children’s Hospital major fundraising event, The Gold Dinner. A highly prestigious event that happens every year in Sydney. 

We will be recording a CD in July. 

Every December, MAXed OUT candidates have the opportunity to sing with the Leichardt Espresso Choir at Carols on Norton.
























ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE

Moorambilla Voices in 2017 is about unearthing the stories of our region with “17 Message Sticks: 17 Communities”. We’re also immersing ourselves in Gundabooka, near Bourke, in July, to discover, uncover and bring to life the stories and landscape of that region in music, dance and visual art. This immersion is facilitated by Phillip Sullivan in partnership with NSW NPWS. 
The  journey begins with the Artistic and Cultural Immersion, develops through the Baradine Residency Camps and finishes with a flourish at the stunning Gala Concerts in Dubbo Regional Theatre on Saturday September 23. 

Michelle Leonard OAM is the founding artistic director and conductor of Moorambilla Voices Regional Children’s Choirs and the Leichhardt Espresso Chorus. Michelle is originally from Coonamble.

Patrick Baker is our composer in residence for the Moorambilla Voices Regional Boys Choir. Patrick is a Sydney-based composer who has written music for ensembles such as Woden Valley Youth Choir, juice (UK) and Sydney Children’s Choir. Currently he is a Composer Fellow with Trinity Grammar School, Sydney. His music has been workshopped by members of the Song Company, Ensemble Offspring, and soprano Jane Sheldon, and he has participated in the composer schools with Stephen Leek, Paul Stanhope and others. His music has been performed both nationally and internationally, as well as received radio broadcast. Patrick is also an active performer, singing with the Choir of St James’, King Street; and Luminescence Chamber Singers. He completed a Bachelor of Music (Classical Voice) at the ANU School of Music in 2012 where he studied with Christina Wilson and Alan Hicks, and is currently completing a Master of Music Studies (Composition) at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music under Carl Vine.

Josephine Gibson is our composer in residence for the Moorambilla Voices Regional Girls Choir, her second year with us. Josephine is an emerging composer, having completed her honours in Composition at the Sydney Conservatorium in 2016, under the tutelage of Paul Stanhope. She has composed and acted as Music Director for eight productions at the University of Sydney, including the 2017 and 2016 Women’s Revue, and the Sydney University Dramatic Society’s 125th Anniversary production of Agamemnon. She has had works commissioned and performed by Gondwana Choirs, Sydney Chamber Choir and the Sydney Youth Orchestra. She is currently finishing a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Philosophy at the University of Sydney.

Kevin Barker is our composer in residence for the Moorambilla MAXed OUT Company. Kevin is a Sydney-born composer who’s had a diverse career in music as both composer and performer. He writes in a wide range of idioms from contemporary classical through jazz and popular music, and has written for such artists as the Sydney Sinfonia, Cantillation, Occidental Strings, Three’s Company Opera, the SOQ, Australian Jazz Orchestra, Don Burrows and James Morrison. He has recently returned to post-graduate study at the Sydney Conservatorium, and his current projects are a suite of “jazz lieder” for singer, saxophone, and string quartet, and an opera scheduled for performance in late 2018.

The Australian World Orchestra is the chamber ensemble in residence for the second time this year! We welcome Australian musicians of the finest calibre who play for the world’s greatest orchestras.

The Song Company, Australia’s premier vocal ensemble, will join the MAXed OUT candidates.

Taikoz is one of Australia’s most versatile music percussion ensembles with a strong commitment to education. Taikoz has collaborated with John Bell and the Bell Shakespeare Company, Eitetsu Hayashi and Eitetsu Fuun no Kai, Meryl Tankard, Regis Lansac and Kodo, the Sydney, Melbourne, West Australian and Queensland Symphony Orchestras, as well as European ensembles. Moorambilla’s MAXed OUT Ensemble is excited to work with Artistic Director Ian Cleworth, Ryuji Hamada and Sophia Ang this year.

Ben Burton is our accompanist for 2017. Ben has worked with many award-winning solo vocalists and Sydney-based choral ensembles. This is Ben’s fifth year in residence.

Clive Birch is Moorambilla speaker. Former singer with The Song Company, Clive is now an independent performer, recently in concert in a one-man show, Clive Live, at Studio MV.

Jacob Williams, originally from Dubbo, is the Queensland Ballet Education Coordinator. He will join the Moorambilla team again for the fourth year to facilitate movement workshops for all ensembles.

Tainga Savage, is our 2017 dance intern. Through High School Tai became part of the NSW Aboriginal Dance Company, performing for the Schools Spectacular from 2013- 2014. Tainga was one of six to perform for the Royals, William and Kate, as they arrived in Australia and has also performed at the Netball World Cup. This is Tainga’s second year working with the ensembles of Moorambilla Voices and Jacob Williams.

Jyllie Jackson is the CEO and Artistic Director of LightnUp and it’s feature event Lismore Lantern Parade. She is recognised as an innovator of international standing in her field. We are very excited to welcome her and her team back again to Moorambilla in 2017. Jyllie is working with lantern artist Sara Tinning once more this year.

This year’s program will be captured  by our incredible photographer in residence Noni Carroll, with Christopher McHughes from Burra Mac Photography Brewarrina, interns Tainga Savage, Ethan Day, and Chantae Eyre.


THE MOORAMBILLA TEAM

Ms Dayle Murray, General Manager: Responsible for the day to day running of the whole program, Dayle is an experienced administrator and brings to Moorambilla her considerable experience as a SAM in schools in Lightning Ridge, educational and arts networks, and financial management expertise. She has set up and run the tours, residential camps and concerts for Moorambilla since 2015.

Ms Annie Berrell, Moorambilla Voices Mum: Annie was educated at PLC Croydon and has a degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of New England. Annie has three fabulous children who have all been involved in Moorambilla. Since the inception of Moorambilla, Annie has been involved as either a School co-ordinator at St Joseph’s Primary School in Walgett, as a Supervisor and as Moorambilla Mum. 

Peter Thompson, Moorambilla Voices Dad: Pete currently resides in Coolah where he is a Firefighter with Fire and Rescue New South Wales, a Lifeguard at Coolah Pool and is currently studying a Masters of Teaching at the University of New England. He has one son Merv, who is an absolute legend and Moorambilla participant. Starting out as a Supervisor, Pete is our Moorambilla Dad.

Ms Karen Saunders, MAXed OUT Mum: Born in Sydney, Karen grew up in New Zealand, working in Wellington, Auckland and Sydney after gaining a Bachelor of Business Studies at Massey University. Moving to NSW’s Central West in 2006, Karen co-founded www.communitycoursesonline.org an eLearning platform for not-for-profit organisations and social enterprises. Karen has been involved with Moorambilla as a supervisor since 2013 and as Moorambilla Mum for MAXed OUT Company since 2016.
Mr Paul Fraser, Moorambilla Voices Camp Manager :  Paul will be Managing the Boys and Girls camps at Baradine this year. Paul was a part of the Moorambilla team in 2016 helping with the running of the camps. Paul’s history is working with NSW Sport and Recreation.

Ms Dot Thompson, MAXed OUTCamp Manager : This year Dot will be the Camp Manager for the MAXed Out Camps. Dot has been an integral part of the Moorambilla program and also NSW Sport and Recreation. Anyone who has had the pleasure of meeting Dot, holds her in very high regard.

Ms Lliane Clarke, Communications Manager: Lliane is a writer, publisher, media manager and communications professional, who brings her extensive experience to the program.





VOLUNTEERS

Moorambilla would not be able to operate, and provide the experiences that we do, without the unbelievable amount of volunteers that we have. Each year we see extraordinary people helping this organisation and they are the key to everything happening.

HOW CAN I HELP?

If you would like to show support for Moorambilla, there are several ways you can help out. 

Transportation. Every camp there are hundreds of participants that need to get to Baradine. Organising a mini bus or simply car pooling can be a great help both physically and financially to families.

Fundraising. Even though each participant has their camp fee heavily subsidised, it is still not a cheap activity. In the past, some parents, schools, P&C Committee’s and communities have achieved wonderful results by running fundraisers. If you would like to help out with fundraising speak to Annie, Pete or Karen about what options are available to you, and what we can do to help you.

Supervisors. Each camp requires Supervisors to ensure the safety and welfare of all participants at all times. Given the ever-growing numbers of participants this is not an easy task. 
Each Supervisor is required to have a Working With Children check already completed, a current Senior First Aid Certificate and will also have to complete an Induction prior to camp. 
Each Supervisor is responsible for up to 8 children for the entirety of the camp. If you have had experience working in a Camp environment with children please let us know at the time you express interest. There is a form to fill out if you would like to help. This form can be found along with your child’s registration and medical forms.

Should you express interest in being a Supervisor we cannot guarantee that you will be able to attend the camp. Each year we receive more volunteers than Supervisors required.













EDUCATIONAL RELEVANCE OF MOORAMBILLA

Students from schools across the North West region of NSW have been specifically selected from over 3,000 students to participate in the Moorambilla Voices program in 2017.

These talented students will be involved in activities that have a direct relationship to NSW curricula. The activities they will engage in as part of the Moorambilla project present a very rare opportunity to develop their musical, visual arts and drama skills in a semi professional context.

This will be a fantastic chance for the students to develop their skills and increase the opportunities available to them across the region and in future schooling. This is done in collaboration with the local regional conservatoria and schools, local arts agencies, state and federal arts agencies and with support from the highest level of the Department of Education and Communities. In order to assure you of the relevance of the Moorambilla project we set out the following information:

AIMS OF MOORAMBILLA VOICES PROGRAM  
· To promote quality music learning and choral singing in the schools of North West NSW; 
· To build musical skills and capacities in the students, teachers, schools and interested community members of North West NSW; 
· To provide mentoring for teachers and key personnel across the region in the form of professional development, internships and support; 
· To provide quality, sequential learning experiences for the students in partnership with professional ensembles skilled in working with young people; 
· To promote school retention and positive social outcomes for the students in Moorambilla Voices; 
· To link the Moorambilla education outcomes to the regions schools curricula;
· To make meaningful links with the regions indigenous community through a range of creative arts experiences; 
· To encourage Moorambilla Voices participants to engage creatively with all art forms; 
· To promote the positive outcomes of the Moorambilla Voices and its talented community to the wider education community and music industry. 

OUR EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT PLAN BACKGROUND 
Moorambilla Voices aims to support the work done in classrooms across the region; evaluate the processes put in place to increase music learning and to raise the profile, relevance and perceived value of arts education within the community at large. 
  
Moorambilla Voices has developed a strong reputation as an education provider in the North West region of NSW.  The traction the program has built in schools has grown exponentially from 43 student’s participation in its first year to three choirs in 2016 of approx. 300 students.  This incorporates students in the two 3-6 choirs and a youth ensemble currently at maximum capacity with a significant waiting list.  

In 2017 up to 550 students will be invited to attend a camp where they dance, sing, compose, paint, weave, play Taiko drums and learn about the indigenous cultural traditions and stories of their landscape. They come from communities across North West NSW, including many remote and indigenous communities. The camp is supported by the highest quality professional musicians, performers, composers, dancers and outstanding indigenous regional visual artists. The experience culminates in an uplifting and rewarding showcase for the children to share what they have learnt.
The staff involved from the Artistic Director, the Education Consultant and the Camp Director, have many years of experience and success in their fields.  They bring strong credibility to their roles and have developed a sequential, well-articulated program that directly fulfills the needs of the students in their care.

WORKSHOPS AND ENGAGEMENT
Workshop sessions that will be run as part of the camp and Gala Concert will involve the following activities:

· Vocal and physical warm ups – creating an awareness of self, space and inner voice;
· Call and response activities to activate head voice leading to patterns of increasing complexity;
· Simple part singing with the addition of body percussion to build focus and coordination
· Use of tonic Solfa to reinforce these melodies;
· Staff notation will be utilised to create new melodies thus developing skills in sight singing;
· Learning of specially composed works written for Moorambilla Voices by well known Australian composers who have either grown up in the region or know the regions landscape and people very well;
· The opportunity to engage in composition activities with these composers in order to develop the students composition skills and to give them an opportunity for self expression;
· Performing percussion and found sound arrangements to accompany singing;
· Performing high quality, sell-out performances with world-class ensembles who partner with Moorambilla Voices, such as the Australian World Orchestra, Taikoz, The Song Company and Queensland Ballet.

These activities fulfil the following NSW Creative Arts K- 6 Syllabus Student Outcomes:
http://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/wps/wcm/connect/ce0d0525-fb53-44db-b4bb-f9d252549824/k6_creative_arts_syl.pdf?MOD=AJPERES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: My child has been offered a place. What do I do next?
A: Congratulations! That is great news. The first step is to complete the online registration form and pay the $60 registration fee. Once you have done that we will be in contact with you to welcome you and answer any questions you may still have.

Q: Does my child have to attend both camps?
A: Yes. If your child cannot attend both the August and September camps you should not accept your offer. The August camp involves as much learning as it does contributions from the children in composition and choreography. The September camp is about the finishing touches and final changes before rehearsing the final product. Children who do not attend both camps will not be able to perform in the Gala Concert in Dubbo.

Q: Does my child have to be present for all of both camps?
A: Yes. While we understand that life can be busy and often there are clashes in calendars, if your child misses a portion of either camp they will be missing out on vital information that will drastically impact on how much they gain from the program. Children who do not attend both camps will not be able to perform in the Gala Concert in Dubbo.

Q: My child has special Dietary requirements, can they be catered for?
A: Yes – absolutely. Our caterers accommodate a range of dietary needs throughout our camps. Even if it is as simple as “no butter on bread” it’s important that we know so we can keep our kids well fed at camp. Please note any requirements when completing registration forms.

Q: Where do we go for the camps?
A: Camp Cypress at Baradine. The camp is located at the end of Lachlan Street. You will need to drop off and sign in your child before the camp and then pick up and sign out at the end of camp. The exact times and dates for each camp will be made known to you upon the receipt of your registration form and fee.

Q: What does my child need to take?
	A: For a detailed packing list see page 12.

Q: Can we ring and speak to our child?
A: No. If there is an emergency and you need to contact us that is fine. You can contact either the General Manager Dayle on 0418 228 047, Moorambilla Mum Annie on 0428 562 665, Moorambilla Dad Pete on 0407 270 580 or MAXed OUT Mum Karen on 0458 111 222.



Q: Where is the Gala Concert taking place?
A: The Gala Concert takes place at Dubbo Regional Theatre and Convention Centre, 155 Darling Street, Dubbo.

Q: Do we have to take our child from Baradine to Dubbo?
A: No. We organise buses to transport the childfren from Baradine to Dubbo in the morning so that we can have rehearsals in the theatre before the first performance
   
Q: Can my child bring a phone or Ipad or other electronic devices?
A: No. Electronic devices will be taken from any child and returned at the end of camp. There are very few moments to use devices, if you need to contact your child it can be done through the General Manager or the Moorambilla Mums/Dad. If your child needs to speak to you we will arrange for that to happen in emergencies.

Q: Can I pay off the program fee?
A: Yes. Please contact Dayle Murray General Manager if you have any financial questions or concerns.
 
Q: How do I pay for the program?
A:  For payment details please see page 11.
 
Q: Can I organize fundraising in my school to support the kids to attend?
A: Yes. This is a great idea. Please contact us for ideas or reccomendations.
 
Q: What do I do if I cannot afford this opportunity for my child?
A: Please contact Dayle Murray General Manager if you have any financial questions or concerns.

Q: Are there any scholarships?
	A: No

















OUR CONTRIBUTORS – THE MOORAMBILLA FAMILY
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